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By the time this article is       
published it is hoped that a    
Parish Path Liaison Officer will 
be appointed.       

Merriott has approximately 35 
footpaths of varying length 
which cross the parish, many of 
which join up and form longer 
routes through neighbouring 
parishes.  We are fortunate to 
have this asset in the parish and 
a number of the paths are well 
used.  Some are used less       
frequently and these tend to 
become overgrown in the      
summer unless some attention 
is paid to them.  It is important 
that all the paths are used as 
often as possible in order to 
keep them open.  One way of 
helping to keep the paths clear, 
particularly in the summer 
months when vegetation grows 
rapidly, is to consider carrying a 
pair of secateurs when walking 
and cut away any offending 
brambles along the way.  Many 

Maintaining footpaths for all to enjoy 

people are doing this already 
and it really does help.  If you do 
come across any major obstruc-
tion, broken gate or stile, please 
alert the group by emailing         
details of location and the          
nature of the problem to               
merriott.fg@gmail.com.           

Please be respectful of land-
owners and keep to the             
designated footpath routes. We 
would ask landowners to check 
that footpaths that cross and 
border their land are kept free 
from obstruction and over-
growth and are reinstated after 
ploughing and seeding.  We can 
all, then, enjoy the countryside 
that surrounds us. 

Finally, one of our group is  
working on a local footpath 
guide and map which we hope 
to publish sometime in the    
future. It may also be possible to 
organise a 'village walk' from 
time to time.  We will keep you 
posted.                                          

We hope you enjoy 
reading this first         
edition of the            
Merriott  Messenger 
in 2015.  We try to 
make it as varied as 
possible and are        
always open to         
suggestions for          
future articles/
features.  If you have 
any ideas, do please 
contact a member of 
the  Editorial Team 
(details on back 
page). 

Copy deadline for the 
March issue of the 
Merriott Messenger 
is 12th February.                
Articles received after 
this date may not be  
included.  Please 
send us your artwork 
and/or photographs. 

The Merriott Footpath Group 
has been set up as a result of 
the updated Village Plan.  We 
are a small group of villagers 
whose aim is to keep the        
parish footpaths maintained in 
good condition for all to enjoy. 
We work closely with the       
Parish Council and Somerset 
County Council as different 
aspects of maintenance come 
under the auspices of separate 
authorities.  We have               
commenced our own survey 
of the footpaths and an             
interim report was passed to 
the Parish Council.                    
Subsequently we have met 
with the Somerset County 
Council Rights of Way            
Maintenance and Develop-
ment Team.  Our aim is to 
work at some of the smaller 
and routine jobs as a group 
whilst liaising with the rights 
of way team on the larger  
issues.  

Christmas Colouring Competition 
The editors are pleased to announce that Maddie Eaton, aged 4 (entry below left) and                 
Alanna Jacobs aged 10 (entry below right) are the winners of the colouring competition in        
the  December issue of Messenger. Well done to them and they will each receive a £10           
Amazon gift voucher in recognition of their efforts. 

 

 

mailto:merriott.fg@gmail.com


    

 

FOSTER CARER 

 Do you have a heart of gold and a core of steel? 

 Do you want to make a difference to a child’s life? 

 Do you have experience in child care and personal     
resilience? 

 Are you a kind and caring individual? 

 Do you have a spare bedroom? 

If you can answer any of the above then please get in     
contact. We will provide you with training, support and 
guidance from our team of child care professionals.                 
Excellent fees and allowance paid. 

With our office based at North Curry, we are looking for 
local people who wish to work with a caring company,   
supported by our local child care professionals.  

For further information or an informal chat please contact 
Helen Winchester on 0330 1239355 or email your interest 
to info@fusionfostering.com  Ref: NB001 

Toy project kicks off the new year 
for children at Merriott First 

School 
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At the time of writing the children have already 
settled back happily into the school routine (we 
have been back for  two days!) 

By the time this goes to press we will be nearing 
the end of our project for the first half of the 
Spring Term - Toys.  We will have looked at their 
history, tried designing and making our own and 
played with modern and traditional toys.  

The second half of the Spring Term is “Lights, 
Camera, Action” where we will explore                     
animation, followed by “Move it” and “Invader 
and Settlers” in the Summer Term.  

As always we welcome anyone who would like to 
come in to support children throughout the 
school with “Reading, Writing and Mathematics” 
for half an hour at the beginning or the end of the 
school day. 

M e r r i o t t  M e s s e n g e r  

Merriott Parish Council is pleased to start 2015 with three GOOD NEWS 
ITEMS. 

After years of repeated requests to Somerset Highways, now with the 
help of the County Councillor and Merriott Parish Council funding, eight 
dropped pavement kerbs have been sited which will improve access 
around the village.  These are at Manor Drive, Bakehouse Corner,              
Sherlands, the corner of Townsend and the end of Higher Street. 
 

 

 

 

      
For your information a Report and Final Account for the Community             
Pavilion Build Project is available on the Merriott Village website by                
following the Parish Council link. 

Good news from your                                            
Parish Council 

The Parish Council wish to say thank you to Mr Cooper and 
family for providing a picnic bench for the Recreation Ground.  
This  in remembrance of their mother, a resident of Melbury 
Row.  It will be sited to the left of the car park. 

IMPORTANT TIMES FOR MERRIOTT:-   This May is PARISH COUNCIL 
MEMBER ELECTIONS.   If you are interested in your community and 
want to become involved in making changes and improvements then 
please consider this as an opportunity.   12 member seats are available 
with only 4 current members who also have to re-apply.   Central train-
ing will be available and funded.   For further information contact the 
Clerk at merriott-clerk@hotmail.co.uk  or Tel: 01935 863420. 

mailto:info@fusionfostering.com
mailto:merriott-clerk@hotmail.co.uk
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News from All Saints Church 
Warm greetings and best wishes from all 
of us at All Saints to you and your families 
for this new year of 2015.  Christmas    
already seems like a distant memory, but I 
do want to say that we had a wonderful 
time as a church celebrating the gift of 
God’s own Son with many different local 
groups and people; including Merriott 
First School, Merriott Pre-School, the   
Minnows toddler group, Merriott Youth 
Football Club, Wessex Young Farmers, 
Careford Lodge, Moorlands Residential 
Home and the Women’s Fellowship.  This 
was alongside many other special            
seasonal services held in church.  It was 
lovely to meet lots of new people, both 
young and not so young!  Thank you all for 
making Christmas 2014 so special. 

Easter is quite early this year, so Lent gets 
underway this month!  (I can’t quite          
believe I have said that, straight after  
talking about Christmas!)  We hold a very 
special service on Ash Wednesday to 
begin this season of reflection and           
preparation.  It includes receiving the sign 
of the cross in ash on our foreheads; as a 

symbol of our earthly nature and as a 
mark of our need to seek forgiveness.  It’s 
a powerful and moving service, and this 
year we hold it in Lopen.  Please come 
down if you can.  If you need a lift, please 
get in touch. 

We are still finalising plans for our ‘Lent 
Course’, but hope to hear from a range of 
speakers and organisations on the subject 
of ‘Faith in Action’.  Look out for posters 
and flyers with more details. 

There will also be a simple and reflective 
midweek Communion service at Merriott 
Church throughout Lent, at 10am on 
Thursdays.  The first one is on the 26th 
February. 

Did you know that we now have a              
Facebook page?  You can keep up with 
services, events and activities by                 
navigating your way to:- 
www.facebook.com/pages/All-Saints-
Church-Merriott/187259404716212 and 
clicking on the ‘Like’ button.      

Rev Bob Hicks - 01460 76406 

 

 

Lent Lunches - Wed 4th March 

c/o Diana  Clements, Southernhay,  
High St, Hinton St George,                         

starting at 12.30,                                             
in aid of Homestart ,                                              

a charity supporting families.  

Church Services in February: 

Sun 1st   Candlemas 
8.30am  Holy Communion 
10am - Communion for the Feast of 
Candlemas, Hinton St George 

Sun 8th 
9.30am Parish Communion 

Sun 15th  
10am Family Service                         
6pm BCP Evensong 

Wed 18th Ash Wednesday 
6pm Holy Communion with                    
Imposition of Ashes, Lopen 

Sun 22nd                                  
10am Sung Communion 

Thu 26th                                     
10am midweek Communion for Lent 

Moorlands Farm Development and                                 
a Surgery for Merriott 

Clipper Developments have completed the stripping of the existing buildings on the 
site and have now begun to reconstruct, refurbish and alter them to the existing 
planning approval. 

The Village Plan Group has received a letter from Dr Balian, the Managing Partner of 
the Crewkerne Health Centre to say that it does not wish to be involved in the                   
development of the surgery at Moorlands Farm.  This is very disappointing news to   
all concerned.  However, as a result, Clipper Developments, which has the surgery 
site, together with Merriott Pharmacy and Merriott Parish Council are collaborating 
to produce a deliverable solution for the construction and staffing of a surgery in 
Merriott.  The case for a surgery in the village is stronger than ever.  

Dr Balian’s letter, setting out the reasons why Crewkerne Health Centre do not wish  
to be involved in the Merriott Surgery, is available to read on the Merriott Village             
website.  

'Happiness… share a thought' 

In the March edition of The Messenger, Merriott Pharmacy 
would like to write an article on depression and the positive 
steps we can take to help ourselves and those around us. 

The Pharmacy would like to hear your thoughts if you would 
like to share them with the community. It could be anything 
from the things that inspire you and make you happy, to the 
ways in which you combat negativity.    

A suggestion box and clipboard entitled 'share a thought' will 
be placed in the Pharmacy for the next few weeks; it can be as   

 little as a word or a few lines expressing your view, and of 
course all posts shall be anonymous.   

Depression is a common mental disorder, which can affect 
many of us at some time in our life, and can be treated in 
many different ways. The Pharmacy is on hand to listen, offer 
advice and can signpost you to a selection of organisations and 
support networks, as can your GP, and there is also a range of 
support and advice available online. Being able to talk to 
someone about how you are feeling is a great way to start 
feeling better. A problem shared really can be a problem 
halved!  Merriott Pharmacy looks forward to sharing your 
thoughts and wish you a happy 2015.   



NEWS FROM THE SWAN 
We would like to wish all our customers 
a happy New Year.  Your village Pub held 
several events over the festive season 
and would like to offer special thanks to 
Nick & Dave who created a super atmos-
phere and party mood on New Year’s 
Eve again to the delight of a packed 
house.  We started with catering for nu-
merous Xmas meals and Cathy and her 
team produced superb food with excel-
lent service.   We also had a great party 
night on the 20th with Simon Rees 
casting his spell with a great range of 
music, song and revelry. 
During January we will be taking a well-
earned rest (our first in 3 1/2 years) and 
we apologise for any inconvenience this 

may cause for catering during the 
month. 
We look forward again to the 6 Nations 
Rugby which commences of Friday 6th 
Feb with Wales v England.  We follow 
that with a party of 26 going to Twicken-
ham for England v Italy but retaining our 
involvement in the Pub as usual.   Please 
watch out for further notices of events 
posted outside the Pub & around the 
village. 

Dates for your Diary 
Sat Feb 28th  - Steak Night £22 per cou-
ple and free bottle of wine 
Sat May 9th -70th Anniversary V E Day         
celebration with a 25 piece Swing band 
in the garden.  1940’s dress if you can!    
Watch out for more information. 
Saturday June 27th - Barn Dance  

extremely unusual version by Schnittke 
of Silent Night on the violin, full of           
purposeful wrong notes and had the 
audience in shouts of laughter and 
amazement at his skill.   A great evening 
was had by all musicians - 7 players and 
“singers” this year, who came from 
around the country to be in Merriott for 
which their skill and performance is 
now legendary in the village and        
surrounding areas.  The evening raised 
over £700 towards Church projects and 
thanks go to all those who helped          
selling raffle tickets, serving the mince 
pies and mulled wine, raffle donations 
and of course the audience who made 
this another memorable evening.   
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Another Brilliant Evening - Carols & Classics 6 

Successes for Merriott                          
Karate Club 

Merriott Karate Club congratulates          
students upon successful grading             
examinations: Mike, Andrew & Jack   
Bevan, Emma, Eve, Molly, Nick &           
Richard Sale, Ryan Venn, Nick                   
Durrant, Kylie Channon & Josh Dadzitis: 
pictured with Sensei's Fone, Jacobs & 
Hacker and students from the Honbu 
Wincanton.  Also a big well done to  
Sammy Rooke, Nick Durrant and Kylie 
Channon for their spectacular perfor-
mances at The Washinkai, South West 
Kumite (fighting) contest held at Castle 
Cary.  

For those interested in joining, we train 
every Monday and Tuesday evening at 
Merriott Social Club. Please phone 
07968 953 505 for further details.  

M e r r i o t t  M e s s e n g e r  

On a cold and frosty Saturday evening, 
on the 13th December, an audience of 
over 170  waited in anticipation of the      
annual event of Carols & Classics             
performed by Joseph Fisher and his 
friends in All Saints Church, Merriott. 

The audience was not disappointed - a 
full programme of Carols, serious              
Classical and fun Christmas arrange-
ments were performed to their delight. 
Suling King, who had only just arrived 
back from an appearance in Doha,          
Qatar, played beautifully Mozart's’         
Piano Concerto No 9.  It was her first 
time in Merriott, while Nuno Carapina, a 
now regular at Merriott, played an                        
      

MERRIOTT’S MONTHLY MARKET 
First Saturday of the month 10am -1pm 
Merriott Social Club,  71 Lower Street             

Further details 07885 424 588 

            A Safer Walk to Crewkerne   

We were delighted 
that the Highways 
Agency responded 
quickly to a request 
sent in the autumn, 
for improvements to 
the pavement 
(footway) from          

Merriott to Crewkerne. 

The hedge and bank have been cut 
back, the surface swept and inspected 
and a bench will be in place soon.  The 
funding for the bench will be provided 
by our County Councillor’s small grant 
fund.  It will replace a bench long since 
removed but remembered by village 
residents as a welcome stopping place 
on the route. 

We hope that completion of this project 
will encourage more people to walk this 
way, as it is wide enough to use a push-
chair or go side by side.  In addition, 
there are also dropped curbs being put 
in Higher Street and we have requested 
that the pavement should also be resur-
faced.                                                                  
     Merriott Village Plan                                    
  Implementation Group 



If you are planning on taking a winter or spring break, don’t            
forget to take a photograph of you reading the Merriott            
Messenger for our “Where in the world” feature and send it to 
merriottmessenger@gmail.com 

 

Christmas seems like an age ago now, 
but there are a few events from the  
festive season that deserve a mention, 
starting with the Christmas Market.  We 
managed to raise an impressive £160, 
with £80 going to Ebony's Wheels and 
the rest going towards the Club's             
Improvement Fund – a huge thank you 
to all those involved  - highly                    
appreciated.  

Following a break, the Monthly Market 
returns on Saturday 7th  February. 
Doors will be open between 10am and 
1pm, so please pop down for a browse, 
a nice toasty beverage, or a bacon butty! 

It was lovely to see so many in attend-
ance for the Kids Christmas Party,        
Boxing Day Disco, and the New Years 
Eve celebrations – we hope you all had a 
lovely time,  sharing the fun with friends 
and  family.  Huge thanks go to Wise    
Intentions for their entertaining music 
and to Foamtrax Discos for the many 
events you've supported us in over the 
year. 

Now, a date for your diaries.  On         
February 14th we will be hosting a         
Karaoke Night.  All are welcome to sing 
their hearts out to friends, family and 
loved ones.  The fun begins at 8pm, so 
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please come on down!  If you have any 
special requests, just let us know a 
week in advance – Foamtrax Discos 
have promised to do their best to track 
down even the most obscure of songs! 

Finally, an introduction to Sunday Night 
Games Night.  Whether you're in the 
mood for darts, pool, table-top skittles, 
or a good old-fashioned board game, 
please come and join us any time from 
8.30pm – even if you can't stay to win 
the cash prize at the end of the even-
ing, you're more than welcome to join 
in with the fun for the time that you can 
make it. 

Also, a reminder for those Table Tennis 
enthusiasts – whether a beginner or a 
pro, for a small fee of £1.50, anyone is 
welcome to play. Sunday nights, 7pm - 
9pm (ish!). 

Remember to keep an eye on our no-
tice-board for the latest news and 
events, as well as our website                                       
merriottsocialclub.co.uk and Facebook 
page.  

Thanks once again to all members and 
non-members who have continued to 
support us – you are highly                                    
appreciated! 

Merriott Social Club News 

We are Registered Childminders based in              
Merriott supported by two assistants. 

We strive to provide flexible, professional                
childcare in a safe home-from-home                          
environment. 

All children have the right to be under-
stood as individuals and given                         
opportunities for imagination, creativity 
and play.  The setting is filled with toys, 
dressing up, crafts and a garden filled 
with climbing equipment, space to        
explore allowing children to discover new 
skills.  Children are involved in animal care 
enabling them to have an understanding 
of the animal’s needs & to respect them. 

Charlotte Hamlin - Merriott Childminder 

72 Lower Street Merriott 

TA16 5NW 

01460 73361 

07721 018335 

charlotte 

@merriottchildminder.co.uk 

We regularly visit local community facilities 
including the library, swimming, small hold-
ings and other local attractions.  On a           
regular basis we have outside providers 
who visit us, bringing their individual skills /
activities into the setting. 

Our opening times are 06.00-18.30 Monday 
to Friday.  We aim to be as flexible as possi-
ble and  ad hoc childcare is available.  

We provide healthy meals and snacks or 
your children can bring their own. 

We provide school runs to both Merriott 
Pre-School and Merriott First School on a 
daily basis. 

LOOKING FOR WORK                           
EXPERIENCE / VOLUNTEERING 

OPPORTUNITIES ? 

A project to find volunteers to put 
Crewkerne’s Henhayes Community            
Centre on Facebook and Twitter and to 
use the net to brighten the lives of the           
Centre users is progressing well.    

Volunteers who take part will receive a 
certificate, be eligible for a reference to 
show future employers and may be 
offered an introduction to other                    
placements. 

There is no upper age restriction on 
volunteers, but they must be 19+,         
unemployed, or employed for less than 
16 hours a week.  

An Open Day is being held  for                
potential volunteers on Thursday                 
February 12th from 2-4pm at the                 
Henhayes Centre.  Refreshments will be 
provided.  

If you, or someone you know, would 
like to take part or want more details, 
please email henhayescentre@       
btconnect.com marked for the              
attention of Linda  Whitney, the project 
leader, or call 01460 74340 and leave 
your name and contact details which 
will be passed on to Linda who will          
contact you.  

the  
Merriott                  

Messenger               
around the             

world 

mailto:charlotte@merriottchildminder.co.uk
mailto:charlotte@merriottchildminder.co.uk
mailto:henhayescentre@btconnect.com
mailto:henhayescentre@btconnect.com


Dog Fouling 

There has been an increase in 
dog  fouling around the        
Merriott area. 

If you see any dogs fouling, 
please get a description of the 
dog walker and type of dog and we can put up  
posters to that effect. 

If you know who may be responsible and are willing 
to give a statement we may be able to issue a Fixed 
Penalty Notice. 

Chris Rowland 
Environmental Enforcement Officer 

01935 462829 
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M e r r i o t t  M e s s e n g e r  

Chillingham Park (365 acres), which was 
enclosed in the 13th century and close to 
Alnwick and Bamburgh in Northumber-
land, is home to the only herd of feral 
(semi wild) cattle in the UK.  Chillingham 
cattle are thought to be descended from 
‘Forest’ cattle which roamed the ancient 
woodlands covering much of the               
country and were here well before the 
Romans arrived.  They are to be found 
nowhere else in the world. 

These horned animals are largely white 
but with black tips on the muzzle and 
ears.   They are small compared to   
modern farm cattle. The bulls in the 
herd fight among themselves to estab-
lish a hierarchy and the right to breed. 
There has been no introduction of           
animals from other herds and the          
animals are genetically identical. This is 
because the herd has been down to 
very few animals (perhaps only 10) in 
earlier years even though the herd is 
now over 100 strong.  Normally highly 
inbred animals suffer ill health and lack 
vigour, but Chillingham cattle seem to 
be able to withstand leading an outdoor 
life all the year round with minimal  
human intervention.  

Did you know ……. 

On Tuesday 24th February Malcolm 
Mills of the Gardens Group will give a 
talk and demonstration on Pruning 
Shrubs and Fruit Trees.  At Sherborne 
last year this proved to be a very           
popular talk.  Meet at the Tythe Barn at 
7.30pm.  Refreshments, raffle, sales of 
plants and seeds.  A warm welcome to 
everyone.  Non-members £2. 

A reminder that during February, the 
Gardens Group “Gold Club” discount 
scheme operates for garden club              
members only.  They issue a voucher 
which gives 25% off a very wide range of 
goods.  There is also an order form and 
you can telephone your order through.  
All orders, including composts and            
fertilisers, are delivered free of charge.  
An excellent service if you find handling 
heavy bags of compost a bit of an effort.  
The Gardens Group garden centres are 
Brimsmore Gardens near Yeovil, Castle 
Gardens in Sherborne or Poundbury 
Gardens in Dorchester.  If you weren’t 
at the meeting in November when the 
vouchers and order forms were given 
out you should have received yours by 
now.    

We are a small and very friendly             
gardening club - why don’t you join us  
or perhaps come to one of our meetings 
as a guest?  We look forward to meeting 
you.  

Mo Frampton 
07967 028277 

Staying safe on the internet 

Be aware that there are a lot of people out there who want your 
personal details for fraudulent reasons.   

Some of the ones we have heard of recently are calls from 
'Windows' telling you that your computer has a virus, Fed Ex  
saying you have a parcel that needs delivery, or a bank saying 
that you need to follow the link to go to their website.              
REMEMBER, never trust a link that then asks for any personal 
details. Before you open it, think, do I actually have an  account 
with that bank?  If in doubt delete the email without opening 
and go through the normal channels to speak to that company. 
In general, your bank or Microsoft will never call you  asking for 
personal details.   

'IF IN DOUBT ... JUST DELETE IT!' 

Advice from  Milborne Port Computers   

The cattle were in the care of the Earls 
of Tankerville for hundreds of years until 
1971, when Lord Tankerville bequeathed 
them to the Chillingham Wild Cattle  
Association (CWCA).  In 2005 the CWCA 
was able to purchase the Park. 

As these animals are so rare and there is 
a risk the whole herd might be lost by a 
disease outbreak, the Rare Breeds          
Survival Trust has established a second 
herd at a secret location in Scotland. 

In 1867, the then Earl of Tankerville 
commissioned the renowned animal 
artist, Sir Edwin Landseer, to paint the 
‘Wild Cattle of Chillingham’ which now 
hangs in the Laing Art Gallery in                
Newcastle upon Tyne.  

 Sir Edwin Landseer - Wild Cattle of Chillingham            
1867 Oil on canvas  

Gardening Club News 



Hinton St George                    
‘Flix in the Stix’                 

presents                                  
‘A Most Wanted Man’ (15)                                                      
Saturday, February 14th 

in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. Tickets £5 in 
advance from the Village Shop and Dorothy’s 
Tea Room, or £5.50 on the door.  To reserve 
tickets please contact Bob Kefford on 01460 
72563.  The new John le Carré thriller begins 
in   Hamburg, with a man dramatically          
emerging silently from a river.  And so the 
story unfolds...... 

P A G E  7  

Printed by Parish Magazine Printing  01288 341 617 Northmoor, Whitstone EX22 6TD 

What’s on elsewhere ……. 

Photograph of the month 

Taken from Shiremoor Hill - November 2014                                  
by Louise Allnutt 

A view on this years’ General Election by Sam Wycherley 

May 7th this year will mark another 
general election, an election that 
should be “democratic”.  But will it 
be?  Compared to our European           
counterparts, our electoral system 
seems out-dated and fairly                          
undemocratic. 

The most obvious aspect of our             
electoral system skewing its results is 
the way we vote.  The UK uses First-
Past-The-Post, where candidates 
within local constituencies compete 
for votes at election time and the  
candidate with the most votes in the 
constituency is elected MP.  This          
system is designed to tie MPs to a 
local area, so that they can represent 
that area and are accountable to 
those constituents.  First-Past-The-
Post (FPTP) is also supposed to create 
a strong single-party government that 
will be able to carry out its manifesto 
without compromise.  FPTP has some 
extremely significant drawbacks,  
however.  Firstly, it does not                     
distribute seats based on votes.             
Labour and the Conservatives                    
together received only 67% of votes 
but gained 87% of the seats in the 
2010 election.  In this sense, FPTP 
clearly undermines the principle of 
democratic representation.  Take the 
US Presidential election in 2000 as an 
example, which is also based on FPTP. 
George W. Bush became President 

but came second in terms of votes to 
Al Gore, clearly demonstrating just 
how undemocratic FPTP is.  Secondly, 
FPTP has failed to create strong single 
party governments.  Our current        
government is a coalition and the 
government of 2015-2020 will               
probably be as well.  Not that there is 
anything inherently wrong with              
coalitions – Denmark, Germany and 
many other European states almost 
always have coalition governments, 
and the compromise involved allows 
the government to represent the  
interests of most of the electorate. 
This is because these countries use 
proportional representation, where 
the number of votes nationally 
equates to the number of seats,             
arguably a far fairer system than 
FPTP. 

The UK’s electoral system is unfair in 
that the voting age is 18, denying  
future generations an opportunity to 
vote.  The Scottish independence  
referendum, where the voting age 
was 16, proved young people are  
willing to engage in elections if they 
are given the opportunity.  Perhaps 
lowering the voting age will also boost 
future election turnouts (which are 
currently around 65% mark) by            
engaging people in elections earlier, 
they will, continue to vote throughout 
their lives. 

THE HENHAYES COMMUNITY CENTRE 

FRIDAY 6th FEBRUARY 7pm 
Young People's Music Festival Concert.  
Come and hear local young people show-
casing their musical talents.  Prizes will be 
awarded to the most promising performer  
in each age group. Further details 01460 
271541. 

FRIDAY 20th FEBRUARY 
Karen Pitt Quintet.  An evening of swing and 
jazz music. 6.45pm. 2 course meal followed 
by the concert.  For details   phone 01460 
74340. 

FRIDAY 17th FEBRUARY 
Special Lunch Series:  This month                   
Hungarian dishes – 2 course £7.50 to             
include tea/coffee.  12 noon for 12.30pm  
Booking essential.   Phone 01460 74340. 

SATURDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 
Big Breakfast – 10 – 12 noon.  Full English 
breakfast bacon/sausage/egg/beans/ or 
tomato/toast/tea/coffee £4 (extras 50p 
each).  Booking not necessary. 

 
All Saints 

Church                                            
Help Needed!! 

                                                            
      

Do you have an hour or so free each week to help tidy 
and clean a part of your  beautiful Parish Church?   

We have a lovely and dedicated team who put a lot of 
love into this important task, but they have become a 
little depleted in numbers just recently.  If you think 
that this might be something you could offer, we 
would love to hear from you.   

For further details, please contact either Ann  Law-
rence on 01460 78461 or Revs Bob or Julia Hicks on 
01460 76406.  Thank you. 



Mike Stenner 

Painting, decorating  
& ceramic tiling 

Tel 01460 75799 
Mob 07703 573 892 

 michael@stenner9459.fsnet.co.uk 

 
 

Lower Severalls  
Farmhouse 

Bed & Breakfast 

Open all year 

lowerseverallsfarm-
house.co.uk 
01460 73234 

 
The Haselbury Mill  

Haselbury Plucknett 
for Weddings and  
other Functions 

01460 77095  

 

Veterinary  

 

 Crewkerne 

your local vets 

01460 72443 

 
 

Flooring Contractors Serving 
Domestic, Commercial &  

Industrial 
Lopen Business Park, Mill 

Lane, Lopen, TA13 5JS 
 01460 242221 

sales@beadonflooring.co.uk 

The Swan Inn 

John and Cathy Twose 

44 Lower St, Merriott 

TA16 5NN 

01460 75699 

En-suite Bed & Breakfast 
Rooms  

 

Merriottsford  
Minibus 

Quality 14 - 16 seaters for that 
special day/night out 

01460 75089 

Airline Taxi 
01460 76029 

Tom Merrick 

Electrical Contractor 
Agricultural & Industrial 

No Job too small  
NAPIT approved contractor 

01460 72757 

07980 686 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 01460 279 279 
www.stokespartners.co.uk 

Tony Miles Ltd 

 Building & Roofing 
 Contractor 

74 Lower St. Merriott 

Tel/Fax 01460 75860 
Mobile 07774 886379 

aamiles@hotmail.co.uk 

  
Chris Martin  
Interiors Ltd 

Specialising in installation                        
of kitchens and bathrooms 

01460 76612 
07976 848 677 

  

Moorlands  
Residential Home 

Quality care for the elderly 
Moorlands Road 

01460 74425 
Fax 01460 77391 

 
Jaycee Plumbing 

Heating Engineers 
Boiler servicing and changes 

Lpg / Oil / Gas-Safe 
20 Shiremoor Hill 

Merriott 
07970 279778 / 07738 632746 

Ansaphone: 01460 53967   

Jayceeplumbing@gmail.com 

Beehive Self Storage Ltd 
Purpose built, modern    
storage for domestic or                        

commercial use 

01460 243100 

lopen@beehiveselfstorage.co.uk 
www.beehiveselfstorage.co.uk 

Serviced Offices To Let 

 
 
 

Robert Frith 
Optometrists 

your local independent  
Optician 

FREE emergency                     
appointments under 

the NHS Somerset ACES  
service. 

Chard 67771 
Crewkerne 72964 

Yeovil 01935 478463 

Merriott Childcare  
Solutions  

OFSTED & PACEY registered 
Graded Outstanding 

Ad-hoc, F/T and P/T hours 
Registered for Early Years 

Educational funding 
Overnight care available 

www.merriottchildcare.co.uk 
01460 74086/ 07807 753 779 

 
Kevin Swain 

Electrical  
Contractor 

Free Estimates 
Tel 01460 73260 

Careford Lodge 
Residential Home 

Church Street 

Contact Lorraine on 
 01460 75592 

carefordlodge@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

 

Sassie 

Ladies stylish fashion  
and accessories 

8 Church St, Crewkerne 

01460 74323 

 

 

 

Open 6 days a week 

Tel:  01460 249730 

Lawrences 
Auctioneers 

Free verbal valuations 
Home visits 

01460 73041 

Fax: 01460 270799 

GKH Home & Garden  
Maintenance 

Brick & Stone Work 
Patios and Pergolas 

Grass cutting &                                       
Hedge Trimming 

We do it all! 
Tel: 07545 257 186        

 
 

Appliance  
Maintenance Services 

Domestic Appliance Repairs 
Tel:  01460 72211  

Mob:  07970 744 115 
www.appliancemaintenance.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

01460 72225  
or email jane.desforges 

@novahomes.co.uk 

Jays 

Complete Property  
Maintenance  

Over 20 years experience 
No job too small! 

 
01460 78891                         

07865 700 760 

 
 

Popular Motors  
Merriott Service  
Station + Shop 

Broadway, Quality Car Sales, 
Workshop, MOT testing 

Garage & Car Service -                
01460 76803 

Shop and PO - 01460 78716 

Allen Computer  
Services 

Sales, Repairs, Servicing,    
for Home & Small Business, 

Cloud Backup and                       
Laptop Screen Repairs  

01460 298036 

www.allencomputerservices.co.uk 

 

Osborne’s  
Broadway 

 Butcher of local farm meat, 
groceries, newspapers, wines 

and spirits  

01460 73459 

Merriott Social Club 
•open every evening  

•spacious function room 
available for hire 

01460 74376 

merriottsocialclub@hotmail.com 

 

 

Merriott Pharmacy 

Free prescription  
collection & delivery 

 
01460 72222 

merriottpharmacy 
@hotmail.com 

Please send copy to:  merriottmessenger@gmail.com 
Editorial Team contact: 
John Bowman   74077              Ann Lawrence        78461  
Peter Bryans     78182                             Janet Lailey                   271008 
Niki Scurr         419201            Jane Jackson                   74162       
Marion Andrews 01935 863420                

 

 Find us on 

Thank you to our sponsors for their support 

 

Letting, Investment and 
Property Management for 

S Somerset & W Dorset 
01935 420555 

yeovil@martinco.com 
www.martincoyeovil.co.uk 

Martyn Porter 

Painting & Decorating,  
Tiling & General House  

Maintenance 

 No job too small 

01460 74952  
Mobile: 07805159302 

Quantock Joinery             

Systems Limited  

Tail Mill Lane                          
Merriott TA16 5PF  

01460 77545  

sales@quantock-joinery.co.uk 

R. A. Wicks Ltd 

Fireplace Showroom, Flue 
Lining, and Multi Fuel Stoves 

 
01460 74612 

If you would like to 
sponsor the Merriott 
Messenger, please a 

member of the                  
editorial team. 
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